and culture of the indigenous population. In closing, she states, "by adding completely new and alien elements to the dynamics of social and ecological change, they (the Spaniards) unwittingly triggered a cascade of processes that resulted in a world as alien to the indigenous peoples as it was to the Europeans themselves." (166) Melville presents a well-documented model of environmental history that demonstrates the consequences to both land and population resulting from the introduction of non-indigenous microbes, plants, and animals to the New World. However, the abundant utilization of statistical data could cause readers to lose sight of her argument that before the incursion of the Europeans to the New World, "the land was fertile, densely populated, and a complex agricultural mosaic composed of extensive croplands, woodlands, and native grasslands, but with the Europeans came a decline of flora and fauna, death to natives and a disruption of a way of life for the native population." (31) Melville's scientific approach makes her work most suitable to scholarly readers such as anthropologists, sociologists, environmentalists and biologists. Historians will find her work valuable because it addresses the environmental impact of colonization. The 1709 Palatine's migration began when more than fifteen thousand people fled the southwest German territories and Switzerland for London. Otterness uses immigrants' petitions to argue that poverty, the unstable economy, and propaganda were the main causes for leaving. The most
